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In  presenting  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report,  I 
have  to  note  three  special  features  in  the  year’s 
work  : — 

1.  The  Town  Water  Supply,  mentioned  in  my  last 
Report,  has  now  been  completed  and  has  proved 
extremely  satisfactory.  There  is  an  ample  supply  of 
great  purity,  which  will  suffice  for  the  needs  of  the 
Town  for  many  years. 

We  are  now  engaged  in  taking  over  the  supply 
to  the  Half-moon  Estate,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Hutchinson  Trustees. 

2 Negotiations  have  been  proceeding  during  the 
year  with  the  Midhurst  and  Shottermill  Councils, 
regarding  the  arrangement  of  an  extended  Sanitary 
Area.  Although  in  its  early  stages,  it  is  something 
that  this  very  desirable  end  has  been  approached. 
I myself  have  great  hopes  of  seeing  a satisfactory 
arrangement  made. 

3.  The  occasion  of  a serious  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  An  exhaustive  enquiry  into  milk  supply  and 


other  sources  of  infection  showed  little,  but  that  many 
of  the  cases,  being  of  a mild  type,  were  unrecognised 
and  had  spread  infection  broadcast.  At  the  time  o^ 
writing  the  epidemic  seems  to  have  died  out. 

It  has  been  an  unhealthy  year  as  regards  infec- 
tious diseases  generally — Measles,  Rotheln,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Mumps  being  unusually  prevalent;  the 
Annual  type  of  Influenza  has  been  a mild  one. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a further  decrease  and  the 
Death  Rate  shows  a similar  tendency. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE . 

The  Garret  4-ton  Steam  Waggon  for  cesspool 
emptying  and  refuse  collection  is  still  proving  satis- 
factory. The  2-cell  Meldrum  Refuse  Destructor  has 
been  erected  at  Sicklem ill , is  in  full  working  order  and 
can  efficiently  incinerate  the  whole  of  the  house  refuse 
from  the  District.  It  has  also  the  capacity  for  dealing 
with  outlying  districts. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Rainfall  (average,  36.22  inches)  was,  for  1925, 
43.27  inches  on  172  days. 

Area — 2,263  Acres. 

Population — 3,834. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 980. 

Rateable  Value — £31,433. 

Assessable  Value — £28,853. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £117. 
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VITA  L STATISTICS. 

Births — 49.  Legitimate  ...  Male,  23;  Female,  22 
Illegitimate  ...  ,,  3;  ,,  1 

Birth  Rate — 12.79  per  1000. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  per  1000. 

Deaths — 41.  Male,  16;  Female,  25. 

Death  Rate — 10  per  1000. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2  per  1000. 
Of  the  Deaths  the  notable  causes  were — 


Influenza  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  6 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ages  at  Death — 

Under  2 years  ...  ...  3 

20  to  30  years  ...  ...  3 

30  to  40  ,,  ...  ...  2 

40  to  50  ,,  ...  ...  6 

50  to  60  ,,  ...  ...  2 

60  to  70  „ ...  ...  6 

70  to  80  „ ...  ...  7 

80  to  90  „ ...  ...  11 

90  to  100  „ ...  ...  1 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Poliomyelitis  ... 
Tuberculosis  ... 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Diphtheria 
Opthalmia 
Scarlet  Fever 
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N.B. — The  cases  of  Encephalitis  were  brought  in  from  outside 
the  District  into  the  Hospital. 

SUMMARY  OF 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS  AND 
HOSPITALS . 

Two  Queen’s  Nurses  (supported  by  a Con- 
tributory Scheme  and  Voluntary  Donations)  nurse  the 
District  ; both  are  Certified  Midwives. 

Infectious  Cases  are  treated  at  Farnham 

Isolation  Hospital  ; 14  such  cases  were  treated 

in  1925. 

An  Ambulance  is  under  the  management  of 
the  Urban  District  Council,  and  in  1925  conveyed 
11G  patients  (non-infectious  and  accident). 

The  Haslemere  Hospital.  The  Contributory 

Scheme  has  proved  a great  success  and  embraces  a 
very  wide  area  round  Haslemere. 
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The  In-patients  treated  in  1925  were  468,  of 
which  71  were  major  operations;  27  Babies  were  born 
in  the  maternity  ward,  and  92  Tonsil  and  Adenoid 
operations  performed. 

The  Home  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  for 

Rescue  and  Preventive  Work,  opened  in  1923;  con- 
tinues its  work.  It  is  hoped  to  have  a maternity 
ward  shortly. 

Inval  Certified  School.  This  School  has  an 
average  of  13  girls,  and  the  results  of  the  treatment 
are,  in  many  cases,  eminently  satisfactory. 

Laboratory  Work.  By  the  Clinical  Research 
Association. 

Disinfection  is  by  Vaporised  Formaldehyde. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  Centre,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  A.  Chandler, 
Mrs.  Newman  and  Mrs.  W.  Whymper,  continues  on  its 
good  work.  The  usual  Baby  Week  was  held,  with  an 
address  on  Child  Welfare,  and  prizes  and  tea  brought 
an  excellent  attendance. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

Registrar’s  Report — 

Children  under  12  months  ...  ...  First  Visits,  36 

Children  from  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  16 

Total  subsequent  visits  of  both  groups  ...  700 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the 

year — 

( a ) Total,  34. 

( b ) With  State  Assistance,  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  1919,  1923  or  1924: 

I.  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  6 

II.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  12 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses.  Fifteen  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  of  which  11  were 
found  to  have  defects,  all  of  which  were  remedied. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Cesspools  are  now  emptied  monthly  ; earth  closet 
buckets  removed  twice  weekly  and  a cleansed  bucket 
substituted.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  houses 
draining  to  cesspools  connected  to  the  sewer.  During 
the  year  27  E C.s  have  been  converted  to  W.C.s,  and 
16  cesspools  connected  to  the  sewer. 


There  are  at  present  57  earth  closets  and  40  cess- 
pools still  existing  in  the  district. 

The  Steam  Waggon  is  elsewhere  referred  to. 

Slaughter  Houses — 1 registered,  2 licensed  ; these 
are  well  conducted  They  were  inspected  twice  during 
the  year. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  also  been  inspected 
twice  during  the  year. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  8 samples 
have  been  taken  and  2 have  been  found  adulterated. 


(Signed)  ROGER  J.  HUTCHINSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Haslemere  Urban  District. 


